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enjoy community and home and pursue Challenges and services for people, particularly those
health and independence. along the autistic spectrum of disorders, have been a focus
in the news lately. Time Magazine presented a feature arti-

cle in their March 2009 issue. We are quite proud of the
breadth of support available in this community and, in this

|
newsletter, we want to focus on a few of those positive ac-
s m scomplishments.

| think that one of my favorite things.

parts about working with children When you care for children with
with disabilities is being able to special needs you can spend
witness those ordinary momentsweeks, even months, working with
that remind you that life is good. | them to gain a certain skill. For
have sat at tables with parents instance- if a child is working on
who are tired of trying everything saying a word, the sound of just
and having nothing work. | have the first letter of the word might be
sat at tables with parents who worked on for hours every day. It
could not remember their last full can take months of sounding it
nights sleep. People constantly tellout and trying again and again
them what their children cannot and again before they figure out
do, will never do, will struggle with how to say something that sounds
or have struggled with. These like the word. So it is a special
same people, who seem to be a treat to sit at the same table and
little bit beaten up- know how to watch a father smile so naturally
celebrate. They know that even WKDW , ZRXOG ZDJHU WKDW KH GLGQ-W
when life is tough, it is full of great (Continued on paga)

Love in Action

Adolescents often look forward to the day they get to move out from under mom and
GDG-V KRXVH UXOHV /LY frep &t [aQ!Bdrefts @itehHays\hixedde@IG
ings when their young adult children leave homebut even more so if they have spe-
cial needs.

From my own experience as a parent of a son with special needs, it is very difficult to
(Continued on pagg)



