
Every April the United 

States recognizes National 

Autism Awareness Month.  

 

To bring attention to the 

growing need for services 

for children with Autism 

ROI is conducting an  

Autism awareness event at 

Western Michigan  

University.  

 

Join us Friday, April 23rd 

in Room 2000 in  

Schneider Hall where an 

Autism Awareness  

Colloquium will be held 

from 3pm to 5pm. 

 

Speakers on the topics of  

intervention, awareness,  

community resources, and 

parent and family issues will 

be present. 

 

Autism is more common than 

Down Syndrome or childhood  

cancer. As many as 1 in 91   

children will annually be  

diagnosed with Autism .   

 

Early detection is key in  

providing treatment and  

services necessary for  these 

children. The Center for  

Disease Control (CDC) has a 

list of symptoms to look for 

including: 

Not pointing at objects to 

show interest 

April is Autism Awareness Month 

          17th Annual ROI HOLE STROLL June 18th! 

Register your foursome  

together for the 17th  

Annual ROI “Hole Stroll!” 

 

ROI’s annual outing is 

Friday, June 18th at  

Heritage Glen Golf Club 

in Paw Paw.  

Registration at 8am with a 

9am shotgun start, buffet 

meal follows.  

Cost: $85 in advance and 

$100 day of. Register now 

at: www.Residential 

Opportunities.org/holestroll   

Sponsorships available.  

 

100%  of the proceeds from 

the Hole Stroll benefit  

persons with developmental  

disabilities served by ROI in 

the community.  
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1 in 91 Children will be  

diagnosed with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders. 
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ROI Mission 

Support children and 

adults with disabilities 

and their families, so 

they may enjoy  

community and  home  

and pursue health and  

independence.  
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Greg St. Arnauld President,  Bob Johnson Vice President, Jim Johnson Treasurer,  

Becky Lopez Secretary, Kip Miller Past President 

Jane Bilicki, Joe Bower, Wayne Fuqua, Zadie Jackson, Tim Knapper, Barb Miller, Dick Nagle,  

Price Pullins, Mark Rozek, Dave Schnelker, Jim VerMeulen, Lenora Webster 

A Newsletter for ROI Friends & Families 

Serving Southwest Michigan for 32 years.  

Having trouble relating 

to others, and not show-

ing  interest in others  

Avoiding eye contact 

Preferring not to be held 

or cuddled  

Seeming unaware when 

people talk  

   Continued on page 2 



 

At 2pm on March 14, 2010, 

Jackie Elliott and Victor 

Burton shared their vows in 

a commitment ceremony. 

 

ROI currently serves Jackie 

and Victor. ROI will con-

tinue supporting both of  

them in their home.  

 

I was stricken with pride in, 

and appreciation for this 

agency and its community 

supporters as the ROI Inde-

pendence Fund was able to 

allocate a significant per-

centage of the cost to the 

modest wedding in order 

to help this couple realize 

their dream. 

 

Jackie and Victor were 

friends long before being 

served by ROI, but had 

lost touch. On June 8, 

2009, Jackie taught an 

ROI sponsored art work-

shop. I was there to see 

Jackie’s and Victor’s 

faces light up when they 

saw each other. They  

began dating right away.   

 

If a child or adult shows 

any of these symptoms the 

CDC recommends first  

contacting a trusted doctor. 

Ask for a referral to see a  

developmental pediatrician 

or other specialist.            

For additional resource  

information in Kalamazoo 

Repeating actions 

over and over again 

Having trouble  

       adapting to change 

Reactions to sensory     

stimuli  

Losing skills they 

once had   

                                           

County visit www.Residential 

Opportunities.org.  

 

Join us Friday, April 23, at 

WMU for our Autism  

Awareness Conference.  

Please see ROI’s web-site for 

additional details. 

 

Autism Awareness continued... 

ROI Pulse 

Hole Stroll continued... 

For additional  

information please  

contact Ross Hamilton,  

Director of  Development 

269/343.3731 x234  

or visit: www.residential 

opportunities.org click 

the Hole Stroll icon.  

 

 

For 32 years, ROI’s  

number 1 priority is to  

consistently provide the 

highest level of  

professional service to 

those we support.  

 

Please join us on Friday, 

June 18th and have fun 

while raising money for a 

great cause.  
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   Needs 
X Small tables 

    and chairs  

X Microwave cart 

X Electric recliner  

X Futons 

X Desk 

X Dressers 

X Kitchen table 

X Snow blowers 

X Recliner 

 

If you have any of 

these items you wish 

to donate please 

contact the ROI  

Development Office: 

269/343.3731 x234 

After about 4 months of 

dating, Victor began  

suffering from some very 

serious health issues.  

 

He was in and out of the  

hospital four times in three 

months. Jackie sat  

diligently by his side each 

time. At the third  

hospitalization Victor  

proposed to Jackie and she 

accepted. 

 

I have been humbled by 

their courage and love, and 

honored to be a part of 

helping them realize their 

dream. Congratulations, 

Jackie and Victor. 

 

       Updates?  

 

Please let us know if: 

You have moved 

Have a seasonal  

   address 

Name(s) on your 

newsletter need  

   updating 

 •Receive duplicates  

Would like to be re-

moved from database 

You would like to 

add someone to our 

mailing database 

Call: 343.3731x234 

   for any of the above 

Jackie & Victorôs 

ñWedding!ò 
By Dianna McMunn 

ROI Program Coordinator 

ROI FACTS 

992,800 medications 

passed per year by ROI 

staff  to people served 

99.8% accuracy in staff 

passing medication  

18,206 community  

    integration activities 

3,812 medical  

     appointments 

74,891 teaching,  

     therapy sessions 
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Your Donations DO  

Make an Impact! 

 
Many of us donate. How can we 

be sure our donation makes a 

direct impact and is used  

efficiently? What can we do to 

make a difference for the people 

and organizations we care about? 

 

Many organizations use a  

portion of dollars donated for 

overhead. i.e. salaries, rent, 

 fundraising staff, etc. 

 

At ROI, 100% of your donation  

to our Independence Fund is  

Did You Know?  

ROI serves 458 people. 

Providing 24 hour care in  

20 group homes. 

Thanks to the following early sponsors! 

Platinum Level

  

Gold Level Silver Level 

KINGSCOTT 

BIGGS/GILMORE 

RIVER RUN PRESS 

RON & FRAN HOARD 

ROI  BOARD MEMBERS 

TORRE FINANCIAL GROUP 

ROSS & SHELLEY HAMILTON 

BRONSON HEALTH CARE GROUP 

INTERNATIONAL TRUCKING SCHOOL 

Sponsorship opportunities please contact: Ross Hamilton, Director of Development 343.3731 x234 

used directly to benefit those we 

support.  

 

The ROI Independence Fund  

provides medication, community 

integration opportunities, birthday 

and Christmas gifts  to those we 

support.   

 

Rest assured, your ROI  donation  

is used 100% efficiently.  

 

If you agree that ROI makes a  

major positive impact in  the lives 

of those we support, please  

remember that your personal   

ROI FACTS 

20 Group Homes serving 151  

    persons with disabilities 

118 persons with disabilities  

    served in their own homes               

500 pieces of mobility adaptive  

    equipment 

70 hours formal initial staff  

    training 

20 hours annual staff recertification 

training in keeping with advances 

in care and technology 

philanthropy is important.  

 

Your generosity makes our work 

possible. To learn how you can  

donate  please visit: 

www.residential    

opportunties.org or use the  

enclosed envelope.  

In Memoriam 
ROI honors and recognizes the following. Whether they lived in our 

residences, were friends or family, they all live on in the memories of 

those left behind.  

          Mr. Michael Evans 

          Ms. Brenda Horton 

          Mr. Walter Leisinger 

          Mr. Don Milbeck 

          Mr. Terry Peckham 

          Mr. Gerald Pierson 

          Mr. Alice Skridulus 

          Mr. Harold Young 

Ms. Marie Stevens, a valued friend and ROI Board member.  

 



 

1100 South Rose Street 

Kalamazoo MI 49008 
p: 269/343.3731 

f: 269/343.2940 

 
www.ResidentialOpportunities.org 

 

 

 

 

As an active member in Southwest Michigan since 1978, Residential   

Opportunities, Incorporated has earned a stellar reputation for providing  

excellence and the highest level of  professional care in group homes,  

supported living, respite care and payee services.   

 

ROI is a leading provider of residential and support services for persons in 

Southwest Michigan with developmental disabilities. We are a leading non-

profit mental health organization in Southwestern Michigan. 

Leaving a Legacy* 

     Leaving a legacy means  

contributing to a charitable 

organization in order to benefit 

future generations.  

     ROI has received legacies 

from those we have served, 

volunteers, friends, family, and 

even outsiders who support our  

mission of independence.  

     The most common way to 

leave a legacy is through a will 

or living trust. Many set aside a 

certain dollar amount and  

others leave a percentage of 

their assets. 

     Your financial advisor can 

help assure you are getting the 

maximum tax and legal advan-

tages allowed for your gift. 

* A Kalamazoo Community   

   Foundation program.  Welcome On-Line ROI readers 

The Pulse is available on-line at www.residentialopportunities.org.  

Click on the newsletter icon to read past issues. 

 

Upcoming Events  Events unless noted, take place in the ROI Board Room  

April 12: 8:30-11:00 Comm. Mental Health Legislative Breakfast-Fetzer Center   

April 23: 3:00 -5:00  Autism Awareness Conference, Schneider Hall room 2000   

                       Western Michigan University 

June 21-Aug. 27  Summer Program, a social recreational program for people  

                              with disabilities. Contact: Dean Luscomb  343-3731 x244  

ROI Board Meetings: 4:30  held the 2nd Wednesday every month 

ROI Advisory Committee Meetings: 12:00 held the 4th Tuesday every month 

Ross Hamilton                                                                     

Director of Development 

269/343.3731 x234                                                                          

Stephanie Dillworth           
Capital Campaign Associate 

269/343.3731 x268 

 

 

                   


